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J immy Dunne has written songs 
that have been performed 
by some of the world’s most 

popular entertainers, including Kenny 
Rogers and Whitney Houston. He’s 
written songs and scores for films 
and even scripts for TV shows. Now, 
Dunne has added “children’s author” 
to his creative resume. His book, The 
Shepherd’s Story, brings an especially 
meaningful message to families this 
holiday season. “This is a very, very 
fragile time we’re all living in,” says 
Dunne. “I hope The Shepherd’s Story 
is an expression of hope that will 
resonate in people’s hearts, not only at 
Christmas, but throughout the year.” 

According to Dunne, The Shepherd’s 
Story came to him in the middle of the 
night a few years ago. “It was a 3 a.m. 
idea,” he says. He had been talking with 
the local priest at a Christmas party 
when the priest mentioned he wanted 
to find something new to share with 
his parish for his upcoming Christmas 
homily. He asked Dunne if he had any 
ideas. It got Dunne thinking. “What 

about telling the story of the nativity 
from the shepherd’s point of view?” 
says Dunne. “I’ve always thought he 
didn’t have a very good PR agent. 
Everyone else who was there in the 
manger has a name, but he’s just ‘the 
shepherd.’ What would his perspective 
be of that baby’s birth?” 

When Dunne woke up the next 
morning, he was pleasantly surprised. 
“Ninety-nine percent of the time when 
I have an idea at 3 a.m., once I’m awake, 
I realize it’s such an abomination I 
wonder why in the world I ever thought 
there was something there,” says 
Dunne. “The Shepherd’s Story was that 
one percent of the time. In this case, I 
put the story out on Facebook and it 
went viral.” 

Dunne’s new take on a very old tale 
took off. Priests and ministers from 
across the country used Dunne’s story 
as their Christmas homily. Children 
performed The Shepherd’s Story as a 
Christmas play. It spread so quickly 
and made such an impact, Catholic 

JIMMY DUNNE
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by Melissa Fales

publisher Loyola Press contacted 
Dunne to find out more. “They called 
me up to see what The Shepherd’s 
Story was all about,” says Dunne. 
“I had partnered with Loyola Press 
previously, writing songs for some of 
their projects. When they wanted to 
make The Shepherd’s Story into a book, I 
was on board.” It was Loyola Press who 
found illustrator Ivan Kravets. “His 
work knocked me out,” says Dunne. 
“His beautiful illustrations add so much 
to the book.” 

The Shepherd’s Story tells the traditional 
story of the nativity and Jesus’ birth 
in rhyme and from a new angle. “At 
its heart, it’s a story about hope and 
empowerment,” says Dunne. “It’s about 
the difference one child can make in 
the world.” The book starts off with the 
young shepherd sitting on a mountain 
with his pet dog, watching his flock. 
“He’s not feeling good about himself,” 
says Dunne. “He’s not seeing a path for 
his life and his purpose.” Things change 
when the young shepherd journeys to 
another town where he experiences a 
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life-changing moment. “He witnesses 
the birth of a child and realizes the 
wonder of life,” says Dunne. “He 
realizes the potential that one child has 
and the difference one voice can make.” 

Dunne says he approached writing The 
Shepherd’s Story just as he would for 
a TV episode or a song. “For me, the 
creative process goes back to reverence 
for story,” he says. He drew inspiration 
for The Shepherd’s Story from his own 
experience with the birth of his two 
daughters. “Those moments, the 
births of those two girls had a lasting 
impact on me,” says Dunne. “Those 
moments of wonder and of joy were 
unimaginable to me before. I suppose 
this story is me retelling that feeling 
and projecting it onto what that 
shepherd felt in that moment in a 
stable 2,000 years ago.” 

Dunne says he hopes The Shepherd’s 
Story will give families an opportunity 
for some quiet time together. “My 
wish is that families gather to read this 
book and have a wonderful moment 
together,” says Dunne. “If this book 
can provide a moment of pause for 
kids and parents and grandparents to 
all put down their phones and share a 
moment around a story of hope, then it 
will have fulfilled its purpose.”

Not surprisingly considering his 
musical background, Dunne recently 
completed a song version of The 
Shepherd’s Story, recorded with a 
full orchestra. “It’s another way for 
parents and kids to experience and 
understand this tale,” he says. Dunne 
likens his intention to create a song 
version of The Shepherd’s Story with 
the song, “Pumps Your Blood,” which 
he wrote for an episode of the 1970s 
classic TV show Happy Days. “Potsie 
was struggling in school and worried 
about an upcoming test,” says Dunne. 
“Fonzie suggested Potsie turn the 

circulatory system information he was 
trying to learn into a song, so it would 
be easier to remember.” “Pumps Your 
Blood” took on a life of its own. “It 
was later used in an award-winning 
commercial for St. Joseph’s aspirin and 
was adopted by the American Heart 
Association,” says Dunne. “It made me 
realize that sometimes music can be 
a way to help people hear a story, and 
feel a story. So I’m hoping that the song 
version of the book will be another 
way for kids to experience its message 
of hope.” For information on how to 
access the song, visit Dunne’s website. 

This year was particularly challenging 
for many families due to the financial 
hardships caused by Covid-19. “There’s 
going to be more uncertainty and 

fear this Christmas,” Dunne says. 
“I can’t even imagine how some 
families are going to get through 
the holiday season, especially in 
those communities that were already 
economically challenged before the 
pandemic.” 

In response, Dunne is encouraging 
people who are financially stable to 
consider making a Christmas donation 
that will allow Loyola Press to provide 
copies of The Shepherd’s Story free of 
charge to families in various parishes 
and schools across the country. 
“Imagine if these families were able 
to receive a free and unexpected gift 
of hope this Christmas,” Dunne says. 
“This is a Christmas gift that celebrates 
the promise and potential of every 
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single child.” A donation of $120 will 
provide a copy of The Shepherd’s Story 
to ten underserved families. The per-
copy price decreases as more books 
are donated. Loyola Press will provide 
documentation of each donation for 
tax purposes.  

For Dunne, The Shepherd’s Story, 
is a gift to the faithful in grateful 
recognition of the many blessings 
he’s received. “I’ve been privileged to 

“MY WISH IS THAT 

FAMILIES GATHER TO 

READ THIS BOOK AND 

HAVE A WONDERFUL 

MOMENT TOGETHER. IF 

THIS BOOK CAN PROVIDE 

A MOMENT OF PAUSE 

FOR KIDS AND PARENTS 

AND GRANDPARENTS TO 

ALL PUT DOWN THEIR 

PHONES AND SHARE 

A MOMENT AROUND A 

STORY OF HOPE, THEN IT 

WILL HAVE FULFILLED 

ITS PURPOSE.”

have a life full of opportunities to do 
things I really love,” he says. “I’ve had 
such wonderful experiences in the 
worlds of the arts and business. I’ve 
had the chance to collaborate with 
extraordinary people and have made 
so many friends. I feel so blessed that 
they’ve been in my life. I hope The 
Shepherd’s Story can, in some small way, 
be an expression of the blessings of 
experiences I’ve had in my lifetime.” 

For more about Jimmy Dunne, visit 
jimmydunne.com. To purchase The 
Shepherd’s Story, visit www.store.
loyolapress.com/the-shepherds-
story. To participate in the effort to 
donate copies of The Shepherd’s Story, 
contact Andrew Yankech at Loyola 
Press at yankech@loyolapress.com or 
773-529-3317. •

http://www.jimmydunne.com
http://www.store.loyolapress.com/the-shepherds-story
http://www.store.loyolapress.com/the-shepherds-story
http://www.store.loyolapress.com/the-shepherds-story
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Perfect Books to Read During the  

Christmas Season

Whether you’re looking for books to read leading up to Christmas, on Christmas Eve,  
or on Christmas Day itself, Loyola Press has the perfect book for you!

By Jimmy Dunne
Illustrated by Ivan Kravets

Shepherd’s Story
The

by Susan Blackaby  and Joellyn Cicciarelli  illustrated by  Carrie Schuler

Le
o

’s
  G

if
t

HC | 9780829448900 | $19.95 HC | 9780829446005 | $19.95 HC | 9780829416060 | $15.95

HC | 9780829411119 | $15.95 HC | 9780829417012 | $10.95

Shhh ...
God Is in the Silence

By Fiona Basile  Illustrated by Alice Mount

A story for all ages

PB English: 9780829446579 | $8.95 
PB Bilingual: 9780829446968 | $8.95 

Learn more about these great children’s books,  
and many more books, by visiting Loyola Press online!
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