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Jimmy Dunne has a warm, infectious laugh that brings a smile to your face.

It's no surprise he's an award-winning songwriter because he speaks with a lyrical rhythm that is 
unmistakable in someone who has a mastery of music. A passionate Palisadian, Jimmy can remember the 
very first moment he knew he would call the town he now loves his home.

"At the time, I was 27 and drove through on the 4th of July, and saw the parade. It reminded me so much 
of my hometown. With that, I thought: 'This is where I want to raise a family.'"

MEET THE DUNNES
NEW SONG FOR VETERANS GARDEN
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Jimmy has experienced many life-changing events 
in this place where the mountains meet the ocean. 
It was at the top of Lachman Lane he proposed to 
his "lovely wife" Catherine Bailly Dunne.

An accomplished interior designer who counts 
Oprah Winfrey as a fan, she is also from the 
Midwest.

There is no need to see the smile on his face (this 
interview had to be done on the phone due to 
coronavirus restrictions) as he talks about his life 
partner.

Recalling the special moment, Jimmy said: "One 
thing I know for sure, the luckiest day of my life was 
meeting Catherine Bailly Dunne, and watching the 
way she has raised our two girls is one of the most 
beautiful gifts any man could ever get in his life."
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The couple settled down in the Marquez area; and 
watched their two daughters, Kaitlyn and Alexis, 
grow into successful young women.

Jimmy is bursting with pride over his daughters’ 
achievements. And rightly so.

Kaitlyn is in management at the successful 
luxury consignment sale website, The Real Real.  
Meanwhile, Alexis is pursuing a career in law at a 
reputable firm in Malibu.

Kaitlyn now lives in nearby Brentwood, with her 
husband, also called Jimmy, and Alexis has made 
her home in Culver City.

Jimmy is as passionate about his life in the Palisades 
as he is about his family. He says the sense of 
community strikes him every day. "It's a unique 
place that celebrates the art of family.  The schools, 
churches, and synagogues are the cornerstones of 

(LEFT) Jimmy and wife Catherine with daughters Alexis and Kaitlyn (MIDDLE) Jimmy and wife Catherine with  
daughters and son-in-law Jimmy Little (RIGHT) Jimmy proposed to his wife Catherine in the Palisades

creating that sense of family and community in the 
Palisades."

The songwriter and producer has worked with some 
of the biggest names in music.

From starting his career as a screenwriter and 
producer on “Happy Days” and other TV series at 
Paramount Pictures, he has penned international 
hits for the likes of Whitney Houston, Anne Murray, 
Kenny Rogers and many others.

His career has spanned decades, including prolific 
work in the fields of TV and film.

He says: “I feel so blessed to do things every day 
in my career that I enjoy and that I’m passionate 
about."

Jimmy believes the Palisades Village has brought a 

spectacular, new invigoration to the area.

He has been working on an initiative for the last five 
years to bring another ‘home’ to the Palisades – 
Veterans Gardens.

"The upper area of the town park was dying. The 
trees weren't being cared for, the picnic area was 
buckled," says Jimmy.

“It was dirty and tired, and the ground was hard 
and brown. We dreamed of a place that could 
quiet you, that could put a blanket over you, and 
that would remind you of the extraordinary values 
of being a Palisadian."

Jimmy put together a Palisadian ‘dream team’ 
– award-winning architect and developer Bill 
McGregor, former general counsel and charter pilot 
Bob Harter, Jay McCann, a successful attorney and 
community leader, and Rob Jernigan, a principal at 
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Gensler architectural firm.

“The amount of hours and talents that these four 
astounding gentlemen have given the Palisades is 
truly extraordinary,” said Jimmy.

At the time of going to press, they were just weeks 
away from the Grand Opening of the rejuvenated 
space. The only thing standing in their way was the 
global pandemic.

"The park has always been at the heart of our 
community," says Jimmy.

"The goal has been to create a place that 
welcomes all people. We want it to be a sanctuary, 
a place to hear your voice in the "quiet".  

And a place to remind Palisadians of all 
generations of the selfless giving of local veterans – 
all in the name of their country and communities.”

What was especially close to his heart was to 
provide a place for seniors to relax and socialize. 
Jimmy said: "Seniors are the fastest-growing 
population in the Palisades." 

The reality is parks tend to be geared towards 
young families and kids.  We wanted to create a 
place of belonging for them."

This is why Jimmy is so excited about the bocce 
courts in Veterans Gardens.

Bocce is the oldest sport in the world, dating back 
to the Egyptian and Roman Empires.  It’s been 
growing exponentially in America – especially in 
California.

“One of the leagues I’m most excited about is for 
our Palisadian seniors -- the 'Bocce Brunch Bunch’; 
where they’ll play bocce at 11, and share a lunch 
at the picnic tables," says Jimmy.

There are plans to have several leagues, so 
everyone from the community can participate.

"We will also have a chess club and so many town 
events and activities. We're just at the mercy of all 
things corona right now," says Jimmy.

"We'll soon be announcing a flag-raising grand 
opening, and we're getting those plans together as 
we speak.  It’ll be terrific."

Veterans Gardens has been a collaboration with LA 
Parks and Recreation, which enabled the project to 
fulfill its ambitious scope.

“There have been so many numerous donors. But 
the donation that gave us the rudder to bring this to 
fruition was a $400,000 gift from the Ronald Reagan 
Post 283 branch of the American Legion,” said 
Jimmy.

“And now, with an extraordinary anonymous gift 
from a fabulous family in the Palisades, the Veterans 
Gardens Endowment Fund has been launched to 
assure Veterans Gardens will be a beautiful home in 
the Palisades in perpetuity.”

“Do you know why I love the Palisades?  Sure I love 
the ocean and the mountains. But it’s the people. 
That’s what makes a town to me.  Lucky, lucky us.”

"One of the best decisions we made was joining 
one of the beach clubs, Bel-Air Bay Club," says 
Jimmy.

"It's lovely to be able to go to a place where 
people are there to celebrate friendships. It's just 
been such a wonderful part of Catherine’s and my 
life – and our kids’ lives.” 

Nominate your neighbors to be featured  
in one of our upcoming issues!  

Contact us delder@bestversionmedia.com
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